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Devoted to the Abolition of Capital Punishment, and the Improvement of Prison Discipline. 
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‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aeccording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’—Bible. 
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SELECTIONS. 


From the Boston Daily Times. 


REPEAL OF THE DEATH PENALTY. 
No. IV. 


To his Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Before proceeding further in our examination 
of the administration of criminal justice in other 
countries, I will furnish complete statistics of 
the Death Penalties in this Commonwealth since 
the adoption of the Constitution, Oct., 1780. 

As there has been no capital conviction since 
the present year commenced, these tables will 
terminate on the 31st Dec., 1845, embracing the 
entire period of 65 years. These tables are now 
published for the first time; and they are the 
more valuable because there are none covering 
so long aspace for any other State of our Union, 
or indeed for any country on the American con- 
tinent. 

Convictions for Capital crimes in Massachu- 
setts from 1780, Oct., to 1845 inclusive, with 
the result of the several cases : 


Crimes. Ex. Diedin Com. Par. Total. 
Prison. 

Arson, 4 0 2 0 6 
Burglary, 16 0 as 21 
ighway Robbery, 9 0 0 U 9 
Robbery, 2 0 0 1 3 
Murder, 23 2 7 5 37 
Piracy, 1 0 0 O 1 
Rape, 6 0 1 1 8 
Treason, 0 0 S26 16 
61 2 15 23 101 


Of 101 convictions there have beed 61 execu- 
tions, or 60 per cent, For treason there has, for- 
tunately, been no capital punishment, neither in 
this State nor in any other State of the Union; 
but for the other crimes included in this cata- 
logue, the punishment has been much more 
uniformly inflicted after conviction, than in most 
countries ofthe Old World. The proportion of 
the executions to convictions is for each offence 
as follows : 


Excluding treason, for all other offences, about = sy & 4 S = 
72 percent. This stern and unrelenting. rigor ® At os ey a @ 
in the executive is not witnessed elsewhere in 2 < = tx} = 5 | 
Christendom, certainly not in any civilized por- 5 = = " + rs 
tion of it. In England, whose government we , é wn = 3 
justly denounce as sanguinary, in 21 years from a 
1813, there were ‘convicted for murder 877, ex- - 
ecuted 326, or 31 percent. For arson, convict- | 1780 to 1785 13 0 13 2 
ed 193, executed 81, or 42 percent. For rape | 1785 to 1790 16 0 16 2 
and unnatural crimes, convicted 221, executed | 1790 to aiPy 3.3 6 3 7 
116, or 52 per cent. Total for the crimes just aioninaos ; ; ; } 
mentioned, convicted, 1291, executed 523, or 40 1805 to 1810 3 0 3 4 
per cent. 191001815 = 3 4 4 

In France, in eight years ending in 1832, the} 1815 to 1820 es | 10 2 
convictions were for murders of the different | 1820 to 1825 6 1 7 3 
classes, highway robbery and arson, 1129, and | 1825 to a ; 1 ; 

.| the executions for all crimes, were only 537, or Pes ed poy ; : 3 3 
47 percent. For the next three years, the exe-| 1246 to 1945 1 0 1 5 
cutions were but 74, or less than 25 per year, for|  ° aa ell baat a 
more than thirty millions of people. 1780 to 1845 61 22 93 37 


The average number of executions for each 


In Prussia, in 15 years ending in 1834, there 
period of five years is 6.4. 


were convicted of murder 162, of whom were 
executed 89, or 55 per..ent. 

In Belgium, in the 20 years ending in 1834, 
the convictions were, according to the tables al- 
ready given, 264, executions 71, or 27 per cent. 
Almost the whole of these Belgian. convictions 


or were not proved to have been committed in 
the periods immediately succeeding. 
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~ | AT 
| New York alone! 


Take then all the! 
periods in which the executions exceeded this | 
average, and see whether more murders were, 


Then make 
1 ; a ; in ‘ . 
ago the same comparison for all those periods in | relic of barbarous ages, which should no longer 
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OLD SERIES, 
VoL. If. 


President of the United 
| States is the Piesident thereof. Two News 
papers are now published expressly to further 
| the cause,—the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend,’ of Boston, 
| and the ‘ Spirit of the Age,’ published in New 


Mr. Darras the Vice 


York City. 

Besides these, a great multitude, of secular and 
| religious papers, have spoken in favor of the 
_measure. More than forty might be named in 
Albany Citizen, Allegany Co. 
| Advocate, West Troy Advocate, Yates Co. Whig, 
| Oswego Gaz. Plattsburg Whig, White Hall Dem- 
| ocrat, Newburgh Telegraph, Troy Budget, Dans- 
ville Whig, and Republican, Brooklyn Eagle and 





9 | Star, New York Commercial Advocate, Tribune, 


| News, Mirror, Post, True Sun, Messenger, &c. 
| ‘Iwo books have been published in advocacy 


10 | of the same cause, ‘Essays on Capital Punish- 
rate 19) ment by Charles Spear,’ and ‘Thoughts on the 


| Death Penalty by C. C. Burleigh.’ To these we 
| may add the learned and elaborate Report made 
_tothe N. Y. Legislature, by J. L. P. Sullivan, a 
‘Report of a select committee made to the As- 
| sembly of New York, May 12th 1845,’ &c.,, &c. 
The experience of Tuscany, Belgium, and 
Russia, where it has been abolished, proves it 
safe and efficacious. The Death Penalty is a 


were for crimes capital in Massachusetts. which the number of executions falls below the | disgrace our Statute Books. With the present 
In Saxony, in20 years ending in 1835, there | *VE™@S©. ; . : | state of public opinion the present law ¢annot 
ys ) 8 ; Total executions in Massachusetts in each | F P P 


were 134 capital convictions for murder, arson, 
robbery and rape; and. 86 executions, or nearly 
27 per cent. 


> P and for the succeeding five years. 
In England, France, Prussia, 8 ) 


Belgium and 


Saxony, as wellas many other nations that might ae paste 
be mentioned, where the proportion of execu-| Executions. years. years. 
tions to convictions is much smaller than in 13 2 2 
Massachusetss, and much smaller than fifty years 16 2 3 
ago in the same countries, murders have rapidly 10 2 3 
diminished in those countries, in which execu- : 3 6 
tions are scarcely known; slightly in France, ? l x 
where the change of policy was not so great; 55 10 17 


while in England, down to about 1835, murders 


and attempts to murder increased, since which, | 6 3 0 
under a milder administration of the law, there | l 0 2 
has been a change for the better. 4 2 4 

In Massachusetts, with less executive clemen- 7 : ; 
cy than in any other State, or nation of which | 6 6 1 
have read, for the nineteenth century, murder 3 3 5 
seems to have increased. For if we divide our _— — -- 
periods of sixty-five years into three periods of 27 22 18 


twenty years each, and place by itself the last 
period of five years, we have the following re- 


If in this second series, the 22 convictions had 
increased in the same proportion as the 10 in 


sult: the first series, the result would have been 37 
From 1780 to 1800 cony. for Mur. 7 in 20 years. convictions, or more than double the 18 which 
“ 1800 “8290 « “ "49 «” «| actually occurred. But they should have in- 
“ 7899 “ 3840 « “ 43 « « | creased in a much greater ratio than in the first 
“« 1940 “ 1945 « Ba 5 ‘« | series, if the absence of the terror of the Death | 
Orattherateof “ os 2) | Penalty multiplies murders, for the executions 


in the first series are 11 for every five years, 


eigen ned Ar : while in the second series they are only 3.8 for 
itmes as frequent as they were fifty years ago, every five years, about one ‘third the former 
notwithstanding the constantly increasing Gil. | cada ; 

ficulty in obtaining convictions, a fact felt by | Those = t om 
every one, notwithstanding greater temperance, | in the experiment of D ~ ea ah eet’ 
better education, and the diminution of the crime ieee & wom wie 

of murder in almost every country in Christen- Aemenagengens 
dom. 


Convictions for murder, then, are about three 





Boston, Feb. 12, 1846. 
A | OOP PB PAP PAPA 

Although it has appeared, wherever the ex-| F he. Primitive Ex : 

periment has been tried, the frequent executions | vi. ar naap nla ICR 


| THE DEATH PENALTY. 


are followed by frequent murders, and on the | 
The spirit of the age is opposed to its longer 


contrary, when executions seldom occur, mur-| 

ders soon become very rare, yet so strong is| . flicti A oe 

prejudice, thatthe lesson must be a thousand | = itn t has ceased to be necessary or ex. 
pedient. 


times repeated before men will cease to deny its | ; 
truth. Let us see then, how far our own expe-| try, who have deeply, carefully, candidly, and 
rience corroborates the inferences drawn from the 


experiment of Belgium. of its unjust and horrible nature, and have taken 


hold in earnest to effect its abolition. 
To obtain the total number of executions in 


period in which the number exceeded the aver- 
age, with the conviction for murder for the same 


Periods whlch fall below the average of executions. | 


The best and wisest men ofour coun- | 


| fully investigated the matter, have been covinced | 


be carried out; and so the guilty escape all pun- 
ishment, and go at large in our public streets, 
when otherwise they would be punished and 
confined. To take ‘life for life,’ or any thing 
else, is Anti-Christian ; it teaches and fosters the 
spirit of revenge; it ministers to the most de- 
praved passions of the human mind. 

No intelligent person can reflect a moment up- 
on such gallows scenes without being convinced 
of their immoral tendency. Their longer con- 
tinuance will be a disgrace to the intelligence of 
the present age. No human tribunal has the 
right to take life. What they did not give and 
| cannot restore, they should not take away. 

We call upon all the citizens of this State, and 
all others to move for the abolition of the Death 
Penalty. ‘The continuance of the law depends 
upon the will of the people. Whoever, there- 
fore, does not oppose it, is an accessory to every 
execution which it inflicts—is an accessory to 
murder legalized. Until your name, your influ- 
ence, your voiceis given against this bloody 
code, we charge you with being accessory to 
the murder of every executed victim. Their 
blood will be found upon your skirts. It will 
ery unto you from the ground. How many have 
| been executed innocently! On you falls the 

, 








| fearful responsibility. 
| To the Honorable, the Senate, and House of 
| Representatives of this State: I ask the abolition 
_of the death penalty. B. T. 
| PPBPA DDD LD LD DDL DDD 
| A Goop Examete.—A boy once tempted by 
| some of his cémpanions, to pluck some ripe 
cherries from a tree which his father had forbid- 
| den him to touch. 
| * You need not be afraid,’ said they, ‘for if 
| your father should find out that you had taken 
_them, he is so kind that he will not hurt you.’ 
| That is the reason,’ replied the boy, ‘why I 
would not touch them, It is true my father may 
/not hurt me: yet my disobedience I know, would 
hurt my father; and that would be worse to me 
| than any thing else,’ 
Was not this an excellent reason? 
| ConsciENCE-SMITTEN Tnter.—Capt. Wood, of 
| the 7th ward Police, this morning received an 
/ anonymous note, through the post, of which the 
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Piracy, 100 per cent. 
Highway Robbery, 100 “ 
Robbery, 66 $s 
Or all rabberies, 92 6s 
Burglary, 76 sc 
Rape, 75 
Arson, 66 “ 
Murder, 62 “ 
Treason, 0 6 

All offences, 60 a 





Massachusetts, I shall add to those under the 
laws of the State, those within our limits under 
the authority of the United States, and compare 
the total for each five years, with the convictions 
for murder for the same time. 


Four State Societies with numerous auxiliaries | following is a correct copy :— 
have been formed for the Abolition of Capital; ‘Mr. Wm. L. Wood, Sir:—Zacius said-to the 
Punishment. These State societies are New | Saviour, when upon earth :—“ If I have taken any- 


York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Massachu- | thing from any man, I ristore four-fold:” so here 
setts. And there is one United States or Gen-| 
eral Convention forthe same object, of which 


it is, i tooke this money from you, and i ristore 
it with interest.’ 
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Prisoner's Seiend. 


‘March 11, 1846. 





Boston, 
——_——— = 
‘I chall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 








until I have the infallibility of Human Judgment , 


demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE. 
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(Cr A “Ritqvest.—Officers of State, Tspectors or - 


Wardens of Penitenviaries, Keepersof Jails, Super- 
intendéots of Insane Asylums, Police Magistrates, 
and others who may have documents relating to pri- 
son diseipline, insanity, pauperism, &c., will confer 
a great favor on us by forwarding copies of their re- 
spective publications. All such favors will be grate- 
fully acknowledged and cheerfully reciprocated. 
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LETTER FROM ADDISON DAVIS. 


Frienp Spear :—The following very excruciating 
attempt at being witty is from the New York Evan- 
gelist, and was probably written by the editor, Dr. 
Cheever, the great.champion, not of the Cross, but of 


the Gallows : 

‘ Hanoine THE-GaTE.—There is a gentleman spo- 
ken of in the interior of one of the States, (we think 
it must be in Sullivan County,) so opposed to Capital 
Punishment, that he refuses to hang his own gate !— 
This is very amasing, bat the consequences to this 
man’s domains, of this singular iafatuation, are just 
a picture of what would happen to society, if the 
penalty which God has annexed to the crime of mur- 
der were stricken ‘out from our system.of legislation. 
The man’s gate is off its hinges, and he refuses to 
have it hung. His parks will be filled with hogs, 
and eptedators ; bis pastures of flowers, his 
beds of vegetables, and his fields of grain, will be 
traipled and wasted, and all his grounds will go to 
rein. 

Just so—these mén who would abolish Capital 
Punishment, and thas destroy the great sanctions of 
law, would throw ‘society off its hinges, and leave 
every thing open to innovation and destruction.— 
They A ber to hang the gate! The consequence 
will be that murderers first, and all minor villains 


by the of their security, may go in and out 
at pleasare. The man in Sullivan County, who re- 
fases'to hang his gate, because of his abhorrence of 


Capital'Punishment, ought never 1o hang up his 
coat or his. hat, but to fold the one carefully away, 
and havea servant to hold the other. He ought to 
have no old fashioned cranes in his kitchen, no 
hanging tea-ketiles singing with the crickets on the 
hearth, no pictures hanging to his walls, no hanging 
cortains to his windows, and, finally, no corrugated 
suspenders'to his trowsers. All these peculiarities 
would not be a greater evidence of monomania, and a 
twisted mind, than the singular affection of some 
men for murderers, their horror of punishment in i- 
self, and their theories of no government. 

We may safely leave such men in the hands of 
Pro b wis, unless the Editor of The Tribune 
will establish for them a Foerier Association, where 
thereshall be no gates to be hung, no pot-hocks nor 
tram and no statutes of restraint, but simply a 
machive for irrigating and cultivating the best bumps 
of Phrenology.’ 

. Unfortunately for thecause of the advocates of Cap- 
ital Punishment, though very fortunate for them, 
some of them certainly, nothing decent can be shown 
to favor the damning and barbarous deed of crushing 
4 man to:death while he is in the full’strength of his 
manhood, with his ‘ pulse beating heathful music ;’ 
and béing determined to suppport their favorite in- 
stitution at all hazards, they ransack heaven, earth, 
and the’other place, particularly the latter, in order 
to find’ something odious with which they can cast 
centempt upon those who oppose this ‘apple of their 
eye ;* foolishly hoping by this means to pour the liy- 
ing life-blood of Christianity into the shrinking veins 
of a dead institution ; for the soul of the gallows, if it 
ever had any, long since passed out of it, and it 
have been buried beneath the green memories 
of the past, and not left above ground to mar God's 
beautiful earth. ! 

I have called Dr. Cheever the champion ‘of the 
gallows: | ‘This is a mistake. If we may believe 
what he has written, and they will believe most who 
read-least of it, he goes for the very Aumane reform of 
cutting off men’s heads, rather than have the breath 
choked out of them before the time. In his first 
work on Capital Punishment he quotes the argument 
of Dr. Cox in favor of decapitation, and then adds, 
‘every philanthropist must be in favor of the 
humane suggestion of the Rev. Dr. Cox.’ Now, if 
the statement fade by Dr. Walter Channing be true, 
that the head retains for some moments its conscious- 
ness, alter decapitation, the humanity of this reform is 
rather doubtful. What a dreadful thought for a 
man, to be perfectly conscious that his head is severed 
from his body. And this is the Aumane reform pro- 
posed by Drs. Cheever and Cox, two champions, not 
of the Cross or the Gallows, but of the Guillotine.— 
And yet these men profess to be ambassadors and 
representatives of Jesus Christ, the meekest, the mild- 
est, the most kind-hearted being that ever graced the 
earth with his presence. And with this profession 
upon their lips;aiey are putting forth all their giant 

to tear the Savior down from the sublime 
height of ‘Father forgive them for they know not 
whiat they do;’ for the base purpose of making him 
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pander to the bloodiest deeds that ever disgraced 
common humanity. ‘Oh Liberty! what excesses 
are committed in thy name,’ said one who perished 
in the French Revolution. Im View of the facts 
above stated may we not say, ‘Savior of the world! 
what deed of blood is so horrid that no one can be 
found to justify it in thy name.’ T humbly confess if 
Christianity tolerates such deeds as that of cutting 
off the heads of men in the full strength of their 
manhood, I cannot see wherein it is better than 
downright heathenism. But it does no such thing. 
They who say it does, utter against it a lie, so huge, 
that its topreaches to the very gods, while its ‘Toots 
take hold of the lowest pit of hell. The gallows and 
the guillotine do not belong to Christianity. They 
| cannot come in to its feasts, for they have not on the 
_wedding garment. And al! the attempts now beittg 
made to ‘ sugar over’ this horrid death-penalty, wail 
be unavailing, May it soon perish amid the execra- 
tions of the universe. If this be‘ blasphemy,’ let our 
opponents make the most of it. 

It will be seen that Dr. Cheever’s wit in the above 
extract applies as well to himself, as it does to ‘the 
manin Sullivan County,’ for he is as much opposed 
to hanging as the other. He says that ‘hanging isa 
dog’s death.’ He sees ‘no reason why the block 
should be the sole monopoly of kings and nobles.’— 
I notice, however, in the last edition of his work, 
that hehas expurgated the bloody sentiment. Has 
he become ashamed of it? He says he is willing to 
leave the opponents of the gallows in the hands of 
Professor Lewis for the purpose, I suppose, of hav- 
ing them cured of their ‘ monomania.’ I knew that 
the Doctor had placed himself under the care of the 
Professor, but did not know his particular reason for 
so doing. It now appears his object was to be cur- 
edof his non-hanging monomania. From the fact 
that he has expurgated from his first work on Capi- 








tal Punishment, the bloody argument in favor of de- 
capitation, some hopes are entertained by his friends 
in general, and the friends of the gallows in particu- 
lar, that he will recover. 
Yours truly, 
ADDISON DAVIS. 
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The Death Penalty in France—Letter from 
Mr. Rantoul. 


Boston, January 31st, 1846. 


To the Editor of the Tribune: 7 

Sir :—A friend has pointed ont to me a paragraph 

in the Tribune, which repeats a statement that I -had 
said at a public meeting in this city that all distin- 
guished lawyers in France had petitioned for the total 
abolition of the death penalty. I should be sorry to 
have it supposed that I deal in assertions quite 80 
broad as this. It maydonoharm to state the facts 
as theyare. Truth is always more effectual than ex- 
aggeration. 
I spoke of the petition presented to the two Cham- 
bers in 1830. It was signed by Charles Lucas, Mer- 
ilhou, Benville, Bernard de Rennes, J. Bernard, 
Charles Renouard, Vivien, Decrusy, V. Lanjuinais, 
H. Carnot, Lerideller, Felix, Charton,Glais, Bizoin, 
Taschevau, Robillard, Sebire, C. Bailleul, Nicard, 
Mermillod, and twenty-one others. 

The Journal des Debats of the 18th of September re- 
marks that these signatures include all the most dis- 
tinguished names of the bar of Faris at that time 
filling important posts—‘ parmi les signatdires, les 
noms de foutes les notalilites du barreau de Paris qui 
occupent en ce moment les plus eminentes fonctions.’ 

In his report of the 7th of October, 1830, in the 
name ofa most able and learned commission who 
were opposed to the Reform, Berenger calls the sign- 
ers of this petition the elite of the French Bar—'¢dite 
du barreau Francais. 

I added to this illustrious list the name of Dupin- 
aine, who ina letter dated 5th September, 1830, re- 
peats his adherence to those fixed opinions against 
the Death Penalty, which he had already avowed in 
his remarks on criminal law. 

I added also the name of M. Girod de |’Ain, who, 
in his speech in the Chamber of Deputies, appealed 
to his own experienee of twenty-five years as Presi- 
dent of the Court of Assizes, to prove the injutious 
effeer of the Death Penalty, aad that of M. Puthod, 
ai other President of the Court of Assizes, who, after 
tes:ifying inthe same manner from his own experi- 
ence, adds that if all the magistrates of France who 
share in his profound conviction of the dangers of the 
longer continuance of the Death Penalty, should 
make their voices heard, the imposing array would 
be sufficient to incline the balance to the side of 
truth. . 

Laliuded also to the part taken in the old Cohstit- 
uent Assembly, and at later times, by such orators 
as Duport, Tronchet, Chapelier, Tracy, Larochefou- 
cault, and to the writings and exertions of such pub- 
licists and statesmen as Pastoret, Gregoire, Guizot, 
Carnot and Lafayette; and 1 queted the declaration 
of Louis Phillippe, that he was impelled against the 
Death Penalty by the entire conviction of his while 
‘fe ; and who said to a Commpittee for the repeal 





'* Your wish is mine ; I will ‘spare no efforts to ac- | 
complish it.’ 

The statement which I made, as to French lawyers 
and Statesiten, covered substantially these facts, and 
I certainly have no wish to make it stronger than 
they will justify. 

If you will do me the favor to publish this explana- 
tion, you will oblige 

Your ob’t serv’t. 
4 , R. RANTOUL, JR. 





THE BALTIMORE SATURDAY VISITER. 


We have before spoken of this excellent paper.— 
We desire to say now that we read it weekly with 
increasing interest and pleasure. We perceive that 
an effort is making to crush it. Earnestly do we 
hope that it may be sustained. Its editor, Dr. J. E. 
Snoperass, speaks out with great boldness in favor 
of temperance, freedom, peace and the abolition of 
the death-penalty. Cordially do we commend his 
paper to those who love to sustain the good and the 


true. We subjoin an article from his pen:— 

‘Tue Rerormer’s Lor.—One of the bitterest po- 
tions which the Reformer is called upon to drink, is 
the consciousness that he is so often misunderstood by 
even his friends, not to name his enemies who do not 
desire to understand him! And yet, in the very na- 
ture of the case, this must beso. To utter nothing 
but what every body readily comprehends and _ will- 
ingly embraces, would prove the utterer’s unfitness 
for a leader of the people, and such every true re- 
furmer must be, within his sphere. He must ex- 
pect to take positions in advance of the masses, and 
in so doing he will seem to be ‘rash’—will sometimes 
seem so even tothose who most deeply sympathise 
with him inhis aim. Nor will they believe his acts 
otherwise than ‘rash’ until the result is consummated 
and brought within the range of the shorter-seeing 
vision of the multitade. 

Every reformer, of necessity, comes to be, in sorne 
measure, a seer. His prophetic vision has been train- 
ed to ken the Future, and to look more to it than to 
the Present. He often feels called upon to disregard 
an immediate good, in order to gain some distant and 
greater one—hence the ultimate, rather than the 
proximate, is keptin view, and made the goal of his 
strife. It is easy, in this light, to perceive why he is 
so often misunderstood—why his very feresight 
should be misconstrued into ‘ rashness,’ andhe seem 
to be ‘fool-hardy,' where only self-denying, patient 
and courageously firm. What he does would be 
‘rashness’—the very quackery of reform—in the 
looker on, but with him it is sctence in the strictest 
and truest sense of theterm. He knows that he is 
right, and therefore dare not flinch from performance, 
He cannot, and remain true to his mission. 

But, however misunderstood and misrepresented— 
however villified—however visited by Contumely and 
hunted by Scorn—the Reformer is not without his 
sources of consolation. Of these, true Poets have 
often sung, to the cheering of the drooping spirits of 
many a struggler for the Right. One of our own 
poets has thus truthfully commingled words that con- 
sole while they forewarn: 


‘* * * * Thou 
Who minglest inthe harder strife 
For truths which men receive not now, 
Thy warfare only ends with Life. 


A friendless warfare ! lingering long 
Through weary day and weary year ; 

A wild and many-weaponed throng, 
Hang on thy front and flank and rear. 


Yet nerve thy spirit to the proof, 
And blench not at thy chosen lot: 
The timid good may stand aloof, 
The sage may frown—yet, faint thou not ! 


Nor heed the shaft too surely cast, 
The hissing, stinging bolt of scorn ; 

For with thy side shall dwell at last, 
The victory of endurance born. 


Truth, crushed to Earth, shall rise again ; 
The eternal years of God are hers ; 

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 
And dies amid his worshippers. 


Yea, though thou lie upon the dust, 
When they who helped thee flee in fear : 

Die, full of hope and manly trust, : 
Like those who fell in battle here. 


Another hand thy sword shall wield, 
Another hand the standard wave, 

Till from the trumpet’s mouth is peal’d 
The blast of triumph o’er thy grave.’ 
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TREATMENT OF THE HORSE. 


We love the noble horse. There is no other ani- 
mal that we love so well. He is not only beautiful 
to look upon, but when properly treated, he is kind, 
gentle and vastly useful to man. But how is this 
noble creature, in most instances, treated? In a 
cruel and unfeeling manner. My heart bleeds daily 
as I pass through our crowded streets to see him 
heavily loaded, unmercifully beaten, and furiously 
driven. Especially is this the case when snow and 
ice are upon the earth. ‘Papa,’ said my little son, 
“a man out here in the street, took a great club and 
beat a horse to day.’ The sight evidently gave his | 
little heart great pain. This same man, as I sup- 
pose, was arraigned before the Police Court, charged 
with cruelty to his horse. 

A teamster, says the Times, was brought up this 
morning; ‘anid tried on a charge of cruelty and un- 








necessarily beating a noble team horse at the Provi- 


dence depot, for not drawing a load, when the team. 
ster desired it. There was also a lead horse attath- 
ed, who was said to be better for draught. It ap. 
peared that the Joad was in a bad place, that another 
team was in the way first, and that the thills horse 
would not draw up to the obstruction. The inter. 
posing team was at length removed—but the horse 
in question, having become discouragedy doubtless, 
refused to draw. The teamster, who had all the 
time been sitting on his load, and had been beating 
the animal most cruelly, lashing him ‘over the loins 
and head, here got off and without ‘taking the horse 
by the head or encouraging him to pull, continued to 
belabor him with his whip, will he drew blood from 
the horse’s back. 

Blows, say the witnesses, without number, were 
given in so barbarous a manner, that Mr. Nason, 
oraster of the Transportation office at the Providence 
Depot, officer Poole and several bye-standers inter- 
fered, and requested him to desist. He would not, 
however, and at length went to the Depot, took a 
tough piece or club of hard wood, several inches in 
thickness and some three feet long and returning 
laid it over the horse’s rump and head so unmereifully 
as to break it. 

This is a most melancholy picture of the inhu- 
manity of man. Was not the poet Middleton right 
when he said 

‘Cruelty 
To senseless beasts, is but the stepping-stone 
To darker deeds.’ 


How shall man be induced to treat beasts more 
kindly? We must breathe into him a mercifu! 
spirit—even the spirit of Jesus. This will exhibit 
itself in all we think and say and do. The time 
will come, I believe, when the horse will not be as 
now, driven by the lash, but he will move freely and 
cheerfully without it. I havea most excellent friend 
in Portland, who owns the best horse I ever saw.— 
He does not drive him but he rather leads him, and 
it does one’s soul good to see how glad he appears to 
be when he is allowed an opportunity to go. His 
owner is an unusually kind man to all who are 
placed under his care. 

I have a friend in Abington who owns several 
horses. One of them became very vicious. He 
lashed him severely. He grew nothing better but 
rather worse. He thought he should be compelled 
to sell him. He resolved, however, to see if he 
could overcome his evil disposition with good.— 
The experiment was successful, and now my friend 
assures me that he is the best horse he owns. This 
fact is encouraging. We hope others will try the 
same experiment. 

While laboring for the criminal let us not forget 
other benevolent labors. I close with the words 
of Cowper. 

‘I would not number among my list of friends, 

Though graced with polished manners and fine sense, 


(Yet wanting sensibility,) the man 
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.’ 3. M. s. 
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REMEMBER THE POOR. 


Remember the poor ! 
It fearfully snoweth, 
And bitterly bloweth ; 
Thou could’st not endure 
The tempest’s wild power 
Through night’s dreary hour. 
Then pity the poor ! 


Remember the poor ! 
The father is lying 
In that hovel dying 
With sickness of heart ; 
No voice cheers his dwelling, 
Of Jesus’ love telling, 
Ere life shall depart. 


Remember the poor ! 
The widow is sighing, 
The orphans are crying, 
Half starving for bread ; 
With eagerness speed ye 
To succor the needy, 
Their helper is dead. 


Remember the poor ! 

The baby is sleeping, 

Its cheeks wet with weeping, 
On its ‘mother’s breast ; 

Whose cough, deep and hollow, 

Foretells she’! soon follow 
Her husband to rest ! 


Remember the poor ! 
To him whom aid Jendeth, 
Whatever he spendeth, 

The Lord will repay ; 
And sweet thoughts shall cheer him 
And God’s love be near him, 

In his dying day. 


wren 


Massie¥, a deaf and dumb pupil of the Abbe Si- 
card, gave the following beautiful replies’ to the ques- 
tions put to him: 

Q. What is Hope ? 

A. The Blossom of Happiness. 

Q. What is Eternity ? 

A. The life-time of God. 

Q. What is Gratitude ? 

A. The Memory of the Heart. 
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PRISONER'S FRIEND. 








NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 


We shall be obliged to call on our subscribers to 
send in the small amount due us on our books, as 
we must settle with our printer on the closing up 
of his engagement at the end of this present month. 
We do not receive enough now from week to week 
to pay the expences of the paper alone. This is not 
right. The trials connected with our great moral 
enterprize are enough without pecuniary embarass- 
ments. We trust our agents will send in such sums 
as they may have in their hands. Our expences 
must be: great on entering our new office, which we 
hope to have. To this object some friends have 
contributed, as may be seen in another column.— 
We cannot believe our friends will see us want, 
when they consider the great cause in which we 
have embarked. Very few are aware of the great 
expences which we necessarily incur. The whole 
cost of printing the paper every week is about $40,00. 
Will not our friends cousider this and forward their 
subscriptions without delay? We have large a- 
mounts to make out immediately. A word to the 
wise is sufficient. 





Meetings for the Criminal. 


Two meetings have been held in our City to con- 
The 


' K. Whittaker, Esq., was chosen Moderator, and N. 
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| L. Howard, Secretary. 


| per. 
' beholden in our City to consider the Proper Treat- 


The meeting was addressed 
by J. A. Andrew, Esq., of Boston, Charles Spear, 
P. H. Sweetser, of Charlestown, and by two dis- 
charged convicts. It was a very interesting meeting. 
Acommittee was chosen to carry out the objects 
proposed, consisting of Charles Spear, C. K. Whip- 
ple, P. H. Sweetser, Dr. Channing, and Miss South- 


_ wick. The public may expect soon to hear the re- 


sult of their deliberation. 
On Sabbath evening last, another meeting’ was 


held in Central Lyceum Hall, 339 Washington-st. 
_ Tyler Parsons was chosen Moderator. 


The meeting 
was addressed by Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Parker Pills- 
bury, Charles Spear,G. W. Mellen, C. F. Hovey, 
and others. It wasa very interesting meeting. It 


| Was seen that something ought to be done immedi- 
_ ately. The subject of discharged convicts was dis- 
| cussed. 


The plan of an. Intelligence office for them 
was highly approved of. This will be in the same 
office where our paper is published, provided we ob- 
tain the necessary sum of three hundred dollars to 
purchase the necessary materials for printing the pa- 
We hope ere long that a great Convention will 


ment ofthe Criminal. We should be glad to receive 
any facts on this subject either in favor or against 
our plans. 





a a a 


Cincutar.—We take the liberty this week, to send 
a circular to some friends whom we know to be in- 
terested in the cause, and as we may not have thought 
of all, we insert a copy that those who may feel 
interested may cut it out of the paper and circulate 
it in their neighborhoods. Only about $150,00 is 
how wanting. We believe this amount will be 
raised. When this is accomplished, we shall have 
taken a great step towards a permanent establishment 
of our paper. 2 
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A New Work. 


We intend to publish in a few days in a neat pam- 
phlet form the series of Essays which have appeared 
in the Prisoner’s Friend from the commencement of 
the present volume. The work will be entitled 

A Prea ror Discuarcep Convicts. 

As the community are now becoming very much 
interested in this subject, it is hoped that the friends 
of the criminal wil! send in their orders early. A 
limited number wili be printed; price 6 cents per 
copy, or four dollars per hundred. 
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A Request. 


To the Rev. E. H. Lake, of E. Kingston, N. H. :— 
Dear Sir :—I have understood that there is in your 
neighborhood, a criminal who was once confined in 
the State Prison in New Hampshire so long in a cold 
cell that his feet were frozen so badly that the sur- 


geon was obliged to amputate them both. Can you 
send us any facts relative to this case ? 
; Yours, c Ss 


OB PDP PPD LP PDA ALDI LP PLP 
Boarders Wanted. 


Ihave now made arrangements, having moved in- 
(0 a neat, convenient and quiet house, so that I can 
*®commodate a few boarders. My house is No. 30 
London-st., within fifteen minutes walk of State-st., 
andthe Worcester, Old Colony, Providence and New 
Bedford Depots. Inquire at the house, or at the 
office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Cornhill. 

March 11. JOHN M. SPEAR? 





DONATIONS FOR OUR NEW OFFICE. 


In about two weeks we hope to have received 
enough to purchase the necessary materials for our 
office. So far we have hired all our work done.— 
We wish now to print the paper ourselves, and at 
the same time to have an office where criminals 
may call on being discharged from prison, and where 
persons may see us who wish to employ them. Some 
friends have assisted us, and we have the promise of 
further aid when acertain amount is raised. We 
feel confident that the friends of the cause will not 
rest till enough is obtained to procure the necessary 
materials. Certainly the criminal should have one 
press. We see daily the necessity of an office for 
our Society, as well as for our paper. We feel that 
enough has been said, and that the friends of the 
cause may know how the matter stands, we present 
the amount necessary to be raised and the amount 
subscribed. 


Amount wanted, 300 
Previously acknowledged, 112 
Since received from the friends named below, 58 

$170 


Our humane friends will perceive that the sum 
now needed is $130. 


A Friend, Boston, 3,00 
Bradiord Sumner, Esq., a 2,00 
Geo. C. Leach, a 2,00 
Edw. Blake, Esq., ss 2,00 
S. Leland, Esq., 2,00 
S. A. Walker, “ 4,00 
Rev. A. Hitchborn, s 1,00 
Newell Harding, ss 1,00 
A Friend, " 5,00 
William Whiting, Esq., a 5,00 
A Friend in Beacon-st., ee 5,00 | 
Charles Sumner, Esq., « 5,00 
D. Howland, “ 1,00 
Mrs. Jamison, “ 42 
Geo. W. Minns, Esq., as 2,00 
A Friend, . 2,00 
A Friend, “ 1,00 
Edw. M. Davis, Philadelphia, 5,00 
Friends in Roxbury, 9,45 
Charles French, E. Stoughton, 1,00 
58,87 
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Broox Farm.—We regret exceedingly to learn that 
the community there have lost by fire their new 
building. It was nearly finished. The amount lost 
is about $7,000. We hope the amount will in some 
way be made up tothem. We have looked to their 
movements with much interest, and we believe they 
are accomplishing much good. Cannot some meas- 
ures be devised to repair their loss ? 

ee ee ee 


Boox or ApraAHAM.—We regret to learn that our 
friend Abraham Norwood lost 800 copies of the above 
valuable work by the late fire in the room over our 
office. We know his circumstances, that he is unable 
to bear such an unexpected loss. We hope his 
brethren will make it upto him. Cannot something 
be done? Who speaks first ? 
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Notices to Correspondents. 


Pror. T. C. Upnam.—This friend will excuse us 
for omitting his communication this week. It will 
appear in our next. We thank hinykindly for his 
aid. We know our readers will read any thing that 
comes from his pen with great interest. 


Hon. Rozert Rantovut, Jn.—We trust the friends 
of our cause will read the able articles that we are 
now publishing in our paper from this distinguished 
writer. Abler articles have never appeared in any 
paper on the subject of the death-penalty. 


Dr. CHanninc.—We trust our devoted friend will 
again re-write his valuable article, which we regret 
to say was destroyed during the confusion of the late 
fire in the room over our office. 


J. T. Barry.—We thank our London correspon- 
dené for his communication. 


ww 


Employment Wanted. 
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H.R is desirous of obtaining a situation to 
learn the trade of an Urnonsterer. He is now 23 
years of age, and has seen much trouble. He signed 
the pledge Feb. 18th, and is determined to do well.— 
Apply at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Corn- 
hill. 





VARIBTY. 


TeeTorat Raitroap Co.—The Massachusetts Dew 
Drop says the Directors of the Fall River Road 
have decided by a vote, that no ardent spirits shall 
be transported over their road. An example worthy 
of imitation. 


A Frreman’s Toast.—The Ladies—The only in- 
cendiaries who kindle a flame which water will not 
extinguish. 


Some advocates of the abolition of Capital Pun- 
ishment in New York, Jately attempted to obtain 
signatures to a petition among the residents of the 
Five Points—when the latter almost invariably re- 
fused to sign the documents, and “gave it as their 
opinion that murderers ought to be hung! 

We find this paragraph in an exchange paper un- 
der the head of ‘unexpected rebuff.’ We do not see 
why it was expected that ruffians, like those who in- 
habit such a place as the New York Five Points, 
should not be in favor of having their fellow-men 
strangled to death. To just such places one would 
think we should go to find cold blooded ferocity and 
heartlessness. 


Among the acts which passed at the late session of 
the Indiana Legislature, was one for purchasing a 
site of a deaf and dumb asylum, and another for the 
insane, at a cost of about $40,000. 


_ A young author, Mr. J. Christian Ross, destroyed 
himself in a coffee-house in Aldersgate street, Lon- 
dom, by taking prussic acid, in consequence of the re- 
jection of one of his articles by ‘ Blackwood.’ 


The restoration of Eton College Chapel, including 
the enlarging of the choir, the erection of Gothic 
stalls, and a new screen, &c., is to be proceeded with 
immediately. The cost is estimated at from £10,000 
to £12,000. 

The capital of Great Britain has a population esti- 
mated at 2,000,008 of souls, exclusive of strangers.— 
The population of Paris now exeeeds 900,000; the 
population of Vienna is 230,000 souls; Berlin 366,- 
000; and St. Petersburgh 575,000. 


A court buffoon having offended his sovereign, the 
monarch sentenced him to death. The culprit in 
great terror, fell upon his knees and cried for mercy. 

‘I will extend no other mercy to you,’ said the 
prince, ‘except permitting you to choose what kind 
of death you will die.’ 

‘I adore your clemency,’ said the jester, ‘I choose 
to die of old age.’ 

The Legislature of Ohio have passed a law against 
gambling. ‘This bill subjects the professional gam- 
| bler, upon conviction, to a term of service in the 
penitentiary. 

There is in operation 
hundred miles of railroad. 
000,000. 

The following is given as the causes of crime by 
the Prisoners themselves in Sing Sing: 


in Massachusetts, seven 
These roads cost $28,- 


wey 


Want of protection in early life, 9 
Intemperance of their parents, 2 
Destitution, 84 
No Conscience, 2 
Innate depravity, 8 
Insanity, 9 
Weak principles, 31 
Sudden temptation, 34 
Anger, 12 
For gain, 64 
Self-cefence, 9 
Imbecility of mind, 6 
Jealousy, 3 
Intemperance, 105 
Evil associating, 195 


There are those who say they know no cause, and 
14 refused to answer any questions, and 166 declared 
that they were innocent. 

A French officer quarreling with a Swiss, re- 
proached him with his country’s vice of fighting on 
ether side for money, ‘while we Frenchmen,’ said 
he ‘fight for honor.’ ‘ Very true,’ replied the Swiss 
every one fights for what he most wants.’ 


AnecpoTe oF Dr. Franxiin.—It may not be gen- 
erally known that Dr. Franklin was the cause that 
an entire edition of the Primer was worked off, 


‘When the last trumpet soundeth 
Ye shall not all die, 

But we shall all be hanged 
In the twinkling of an eye.’ 


He was, at the time, apprentice to one Keimer, a 
printer, who was rather visionary, and, like thou- 
sands of other people, despised the little things of 
this life, and oftentimes when he saw minor mis- 
takes committed, neglected to correct them, much to 
the annoyance of the afterwards Dr. Franklin, who 
resolved to give him a lesson; and while Keimer’s 
back was turned, took out the c, which should have 
been there, and made this important error, 














Rects. to week ending March 6. 


Boston, E. Bassett, 50c ; J. Boyden, 25c; S. Apple- 
ton, $1; Mr. Simpson, 75c; S. Mitchell, 1; Rev. J. 
Clark, 50c; D. Eddy, 50c; Mr. Danforth, 1; S. 
Baker, 50c; Dr. Flint, 1; J. Rice, 2d, 1; Litch §& Whip- 
ple, 50c; A. Hopkins, 25c; G..Adams,52c ; Mr. Jenk- 
ins, 1; O. J. Moore, 48c ; Mr. Perry, 1, Mr, Hanscom, 
50e; Miss M. A. C. Jackson,1; E. Haynes,1; H. 
Curtis, 1; Mr, Porter, 1; Miss Thayer, 1——- Hermon, 
R. Healy, Post Master, 1 Rowley, Deacon Jew- 























ett, 1——Reading, E. »Munroe, 75c Columbus, 
Charles Byxbe, T5c East Eddington, L. Wood- 
bury, 1 South Milford, A. Hixon, 25c Hol- 
listin, H. Barilelt, 25c Ackworth, S. Robbe, 
25c-———-Milford, J. P. Farwell, 1——-Miliville, 
L. Browning, 1\—— Oakham, G. Prouty, 50c West 
Roxbury, NW. H. Colsom, 50c¢ So. Bridgewater, 





Rev. C. Bradford, 1; N. Withington, |\——E. Abing- 
ton, J. P. Lyon, 1,31——- Georgetown, T. Dole, 25c 
Saugus, H. Downing, 50c So. Weymouth, @. 
Freach, 1\—— W. Wrentham, M. M. Preston, 1——~ 
Lime Rock, A. Browne, 50c So. Reading, J. H. 
Stone, 1———Sherwood’s Corner, S. Howland, 1—~— 
Woolwich, J. Pincy, 1; Carter & Dodge,1; S. Reed, 
2d,1; A. Reed, 50c Portland, R. Howell, 1; .C. 
Hossack, 1\—— West Sutton, S. D. King, 1 Wil- 
kinsonville, 4. Chase, 1—- Beverly, J. G. Smith, 1,13 
Sharon, J. Taibot, 1 Westmoreland, L. & C. 
Clarke, 1 So. Gardner, Dr, 4,8. Carpenter, 1—— 
Charlestown, F. Robinson, 1 West Roxbury, L. 
Cabot, 1 Lexington, J. Parker, 1—~Miliviile, J. 
Benson, jr., 1,30-——Milford, J. C. Kent, 1 Mar- 
blehead, J. S. Hammond, 25c. 















































Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §*c. 


Appvison Davis, of Lynn, will Jecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following places :— 


Westboro’, Wednesday March ll 
N. Brookfield, Thursday 6 12 
Warren, Friday - i3 
Springfield, | Sunday ™ 15 
Westfield, ‘Monday and Tuesday “« 16817 
Northampton, Wednesday and Thursday “ 18&19 
Spencer, Saturday sie 21 
Leicester, Sunday os 22 


Will some one in each of the above places see that 
all the mecessary arrangements are made for these 
lectures. 





Under Sentence of Death! 








— 








‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorn behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 
that are appointed to death.’ BIBLE, 


























ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law ; time of execution unknown. 

Henry Moses, a slave, for the murder of Delilia 
Fisher, a free mulatto woman ; to be hung onthe 27th 
of March next. 

OHIO! Tuomas, for the murder of Frederick Ed- 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. 

NEW YORK! Titer, for the murder of John 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Scrub Glass, 
for the murder of his wife. Time of execution net 
known. 

PENNSYLVANIA! Frawncis Baster, Tunk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrerty, for the murder 
Hassler. Time of execution, 8th of May. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Awnprew Howarp, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 1843. Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846. 

CONNECTICUT! Anprew P. Potrenr, for the 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be 
hung July 3d, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Wm. WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging inaninsutrection ; time of execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Bass, thepirate. Nowcon 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. 

VERMONT! Eveewe Currrorp, for the murder 


ofhis wife and child ; time of execution not fixed. 

The law is now that there, shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal is te be hung without 
an order from the Executive. 

MAINE! ‘T'aomas THorN, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA! Pauuine, the slave ; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846. 

Samuex. Kenwnepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 
pointed. ; f 

IOWA! Wo. McCavutey, for the murder of Don 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of Many, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. 

7 Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio and, 
Virginia. 


of David 
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MARRIED: 

In this city, by Rev. Dr. Jenks, Mr. John §. Clark, 
to Miss Lucy Robbins. 

In this city, by Rev. Mr, Winslow, Mr. J. Franklin 


Bates to Miss Joannette E. Earl, daughter of Mr. 
Hezekiah Earl. 





DIED: 


At Dorchester, Mrs. Sally Bussey, widow of the late 
John Bussey, Esq , 69. 

At Watartey De Mr. Isaac Bangs, formerly of this 
city, 58. 

At Weston, (at the residence of Isaac Fiske, Esq.,) 
Miss Mary Brigham, formerly of Sadbury. 

At Newbury, very suddenly, Laura Jane, daughter 
of Thomas E. and Mary Jane Brookings, 9 yrs. 

At Washington, 28th ult., Edward Barnard, 59, a 


native of Massachusetts, and for many years a Clerk | 


in the General Land Office. 
March 8, John J. Peavey, Esq., of Eastport, Me., U, 
8. Cousul at Pictou, N. 8, 
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MISCELLANY. 





Poetry. 
— ~ eax, aa 
From the Albany Argus. 
THE PRISON CONVICT. 
gece =F ALBERT TRACY: ' 
‘A rhyme to weave ! a rayme for One 
t By the world forgotten long, 
A noble rhyme of the son of Crime, 
‘And his-prison keep so strong, 
And weave it well, that all may list, 
And troll it loud and high, - 
With manacle link and gyve to clink © 
ooo - Ima glorious symphony ! 


The conviet Wight, With bis crown aii cropt, 
And his garb so quaint to see, 
_ A merry life, in his fastiness, 
“— j is hty feres hath he : 
Hath a fadeless stain of blood, 
Oh, these they are so fain to be 
Of his chosen brotherhood. 


From dawn till dusk, the livelong day, 
How cheerily up doth come 

The busy moil of the trade he plies, 

So speechless all and dumb. 

On bench, or loom, or the sounding forge, 

r He may choose whichever he deign ; 

Nor lack of time, a practice good 

' And a skill in his craft to gain. 


A skill ! ay, the keepers do but heed, 
And you gaudy sentinel, 
Ba of a wood, or sledge, or blade, 


- = 
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for once so wel. 
Day in, -and he sfrives but more, 
With the hum of the outer crowd, 
The roll of wheels, and the laugh that come 
On his toil so clear and loud. 


Or say if he chances to faint sometimes, 
Or to do his task seem loth, 

The lash, the lash, ’tis a wondrous thing, 
And quickeneth well bis sloth : 

And blood though it stream, and his lip shed foam, 
His masters still are kind, 

- So soothing "tis, the bullet they give, 

In his rage to champ and grind. 


Who telleth of night? and his silent cell, 
And the shapes that haunt him there? 

He may how}, may he not, and fright them forth, 
Nor yet need the keeper care : 

Nor himself, nor the guard need fear for him, 
’Tis time they well should know, 

Those links, less strong, those grates less firm, 
He hath rent them long ago. 


Week after week——but merriest yet, 
At stilly Sabbath fall, 
Are the tales to list, from the Chapel Priest, 
Of mercy and love for all: 
He heareth them out, as he need must choose, 
But he warms with inward glee— 
Who ever heatd of mercy yet, 
Or love for such as he ? 


The squalid child, with hunger wild, 
Who e’er for him hath heed ? 
He got his fill, as he best might do, 
Or lied, or stole at need, 
The lady, perchance, that gave him pence, 
* Be honest, now,’ quoth she : 
How he jeered, in his haunts, at that stranger word, 
And marvelled what it might be. 
‘ 
Fit school for him to learn of love, 
The gaol of his after day ; 
When yet had he wrought with a will like that 
He bone from its walls ?; 
TO rob, or stab, or the flame to light 
No thousand men should quell— 
He did but look to get hither at last, 
But he earned his guerdon well. 


And the iron gate, and the wall of stone, 
And the scourge plied well and oft, 
With the bands that callous his limbs of bone, 
Shall they render his heart more soft ? 
They are merry, then—aye, blithiest of al!, 
The tales of that balden sage ; 
And he gains not his eel, but he spits, good lack 
For mirth, on his Bible page. 


When Avarice ceaseth to rob the first, 
When Virtue of Scorn is less, 

When any but come in his earlier time, 
With half such saintliness— 

Then less shal they need of prison or priest, 
Or the judge to read his ban, 

And the wight shall tame, that knew nor hope 
Nor faith in his fellow-man. 


Year after year, from the world away, 
The toil, and the whipman’s thong ; 

Oh, a merry time for the son of Crime 
In his prison keep so strong ! 

Troll high the burden ! bid dungeon deep 
And cell give forth reply, 

While manacle link and gyve shall clink 
In a glorious symptiony ! 


jhave some rum, and a leetle money.’ 


.| approbation of the sheriff was necessary. 








THE WIFE-MURDERER’S CHOICE, 
OA CAPITAL STORY OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Written for the Knickerbocker’s Editorial Table. 


‘Some years since, there lived in Cincinnati a 
bullet-headed, broad-shouldered, thick-necked 
brute of a Dutchman, who, tempted, as he said 
‘by de rum and de Tay fel,’ committed the hor- 
rible crime of murdering his wife. There ex- 
isted at that time, 4nd for aught that I know up 
to the present period, a law in the state of Ohio 
that a criminal found guilty of murder might, as 
it was expressed, have ‘liberty of choice’ be- 
tween hanging or imprisonment for life. Con- 
sequently most homicides had taken the privi- 
lege of drawing their necks from the noose, and 
had chosen the ‘liberty’ of being deprived of 
liberty ‘during their natural lives.’ But our 
Dutchman, from sheer obstinacy and contempt of 
advice, loudly declared he would-rather be hung. 
The Cincinnatians, like all other enlightened 
people, love to ride on an excitement; and the 
city was divided against itself on the hanging 
question, with the same spirit and sincerity as it 
would have been on a contested election.— 
There were hanging and anti-hanging tea-par- 
ties, hanging and enti-hanging churches; and 
the anti-hangers raged furiously against the hang- 
ers for their blood-thirstiness and non-obedience 
to the commandments, while the hangers as 
loudly denounced the anti-hangers as immoral 
innovators, who would destroy the constitution 
and uproot civilization. The old man suddenly 
found himself the most ‘interesting’ person that 
had ever been in Cincinnati, and received several 
deputations, every day to shake or confirm his 
decision; but inflexible as Prometheus on the 
rock, he firmly adhered to the hanging. At that 
time Science had not as now lifted her many- 
eyed head in every town and village, and any 
one who could even say a few words on such 
subjects was looked upon with no small wonder. 
A young Scotchman was then the oracle, 
who pronounced sentence on all the ’onomies 
and ‘ologies, to the astonishment of the town’s- 
people, ‘that one small head could carry all he 
knew.’ Professor Kilmarnock was one of the 
most credulous, kind-hearted, benevolent Scotch- 
men breathing. His whole thoughts were bent 
on the physical sciences; and he was continu- 
ally éxpatiating in all places, for his mind never 
reverted to the person with whom he discoursed, 
and consequently entirely disregarded their ¢a- 
pacity or fitness for the subject. On electricity, 
galvanism or magnetism he would talk by the 
hour, and it mattered little who his auditor was, 
In his personal appearance he was a laughable 
looking object enough at first sight, but a short 
acquaintance with him soon changed ridicule in- 
to respect; for as I have said, he was one of the 
most sincere, honest and kind-hearted of men, 
and would do allin his power to serve any hu- 
man being. 

‘One day, when he was as usual running over 
his notes on galvanism, a friend, who was a bit 
of a wag, suggested to him what a _providential 
thing it would be for him if the old Dutchman 
were to be hanged, as he would then have an 
opportunity of enlightening the Cincinnatians 
with an exhibition of that wonderful science, 
and likewise of putting a considerable sum in 
his own pocket. Struck with this new plan 
for the diffusion of science, he was instantly 
converted from a violeut anti-hanger to a mogt 
sincere ‘ hanger.’ He posted off to the old man, 
with a request that, ‘ for the good of the public,’ 
he would will his body, which he_pertinently 
remarked would be ‘of no farther use to the 
owner,‘ to him for the benefit and instruction of 
his fellow-citizens. ‘ Yaas,’ said the old man, 
‘you may have my poor pody; ash you say, ’t 
will do me no goot; but while she live she must 
So he 
entered into an agreement that he would sell 
his body for fifty dollars in hand, a quart of rum 
daily, and an extra quart on the day of execution. 
They ‘ shook hands on the bargain,’ and it was 
impossible to say which seemed the best pleased. 
Ir a few days a new claimant appeared, in the 
person of the old man’s son, who being sudden- 
ly seized with arapid growth of filial affection, 
declared that ‘ his feelings would not allow him 
to see his father’s body chucked about in that way 
for nothing |’ Fifty dollars more were offered, 
when his lacerated feelings shrunk back to their 
original dimensions ; and on leaving he acknow- 
ledged that ‘six hogs and two cows, which he 
intended to buy with the money, were worth 
more in his estimation than an old-dead body; 
which,’ as he said,‘ would take something to 
bury | A legal friend observed that all that 
was required had not yet been done, that the 
This 
however was easily secured, for that officer said 
‘he did n't care a fip what became of the body, 
if he could only find a substitute, and draw him- 





self out of the hanging, for it didn’t become a 
deacon of the church to be fumbling at a halter 
with a man’s head in it,’ 





} 


* The Professor now set to work and manufac- 
tured a galvanic-battery, which the citizens 
crowded in to inspect. He informed them that 
it would work in such a manner, and that then 
the man would do thus and again so, until they 
had derived a perfect comprehension, through a 
suceession of lucid ‘thus’s and so’s,’ of the 
whole capability of the wonderful machine.— 
The same mischief-loving wag who first set the 
Professor's wits a-gadding, told him that as he 
would probably have the greatest audience that 
had ever gathered in Cincinnati, he ought to 
select the largest building in town, and secure it 
for their reception. He advised him to apply 
without delay to the Rev. Dr. Watson for the 
loan of the Presbyterian church. The credulous 
Professor, never taking into consideration the ri- 
diculousness of such a request, started directly 
for the Doctor’s house, and asked to see him on 
most earnest business, Kilmarnock stated his er- 
rand to the worthy divine, who being a most 
zealous anti-hanger, and having preached several 
‘ powerful sermons’ which he thought ought to 
have brought over the whole city to his own 
opinion, was at first strack dumb with amaze- 
ment at what he considered a gross insult, as 
well as a sacrilegious profanation. But the Pro- 
fessor, mistaking the pause for one of considera- 
tion, poured forth a torrent of what he supposed 
most cogent arguments; each one acting as a 
greater shock to the Doctor’s excited feelings, 
and adding fresh fuel to his ire, Being near- 
sighted, he hid not at first perceive the in- 
flamed and swollen countenance of the minister, 
who being extremely fat, and of a choleric tem- 
perament, looked like a man suddenly seized 
with a fit of apoplexy. At length he found 
words to exclaim: ‘Do you think | would turn 
the house of God into a ‘butcher's shop—a dis- 
secting room! Out of my house this instant, 
Sir! 

‘But to return; ‘As the time appointed for 
the execution drew nigh, many people prophe- 
cied that the old Dutchman’s resolution would 
evaporate, but he never for an instant wavered. 
He seemed to take a strange and unaccountable 
interest in all the preparations, inquiring every 
day if the scaffold was erected; whether the 
sheriff had got a substitute, and how much he 
had agreed to pay him, &c. When answered 
in the affirmative, the old wretch would chuckle 
with a horrible glee, and say to himself, ‘ Goot ! 





goot!’ The eventful day at length arrived, which 
the law and his own will had decided should 
be his last. Early in the morning he was re- 
marking to the jail-keeper that ‘as it was to be 
his last breakfast, he should expect a goot one,’ 
when at that moment Kilmarnock entered :— 
‘Yes,’ said the Professor, ‘gi’e him a broiled 
chicken, a hoe-cake, and a gude cup o’ coffee,’ 
‘and,’ interrupted the old man, ‘plenty tobacker.’ 
‘ Ay,’ chimed in the Professor, ‘and some to- | 
bacco, the puir old creature should ha’e every | 
thing he wants noo, and make me ’ sponsible for | 
the indebtedness.’ 

There never had been, I believe, a hanging 
in Cincinnati before, and the sheriff had erected 
a new gallows, with an improved trap; the whole 
painted black, and familiarly denominated. ‘ The 
Sheriff’s Black Drop.’ In every part of the city 
were posted large hand-bills, announcing that 
Professor Kilmarnock, from Glasgow, for the 
elucidation of science, intended to give at the 
Circus, which had been hired at an immense 
expense for the occasion, an exhibition of the 
wonderful science of galvanism, in which a 
dead man would be made to perform all the 
movements of which a living one was capable.’ 
Mid-day was the hour set for the execution ; and 
by that time the common on which the gallows | 
stood was paved with closely-wedged heads for 
a quarter ofa mile in extent; so densely were | 
they packed, indeed, that when the wagon ar- | 
rived with the victim, the unhappy man and his 
attendants had to alight and walk to the gallows. | 
Many of the clergy and other benevolent per- | 
sons took advantage of this last opportunity, and | 
with feeling and eloquence "besought the guilty | 
man to have pity upon himself, and even ut that | 
late hour to ‘ accept of proffered mercy.’ They | 
told him that it was Jbeyond expression awful, | 
that an unrepenting sinner, with red murder on 
his head, should of his own free will plunge 
headlong into the fire that is never quenched, | 
that by such.an abhorrent act he would be guilty | 
of two murders, and be held accountable for | 
them at the day of judgment. Professor Kilmar- | 
nock (and let it be noted in the next psychologi- | 
cal work that enthusiasm can thus alter a man’s | 
usual disposition,) fidgeted about as uneasy as a 
pea on a drum-head, and at intervals was heard | 
to ejaculate : ‘Gang up, my gude mon, gang up, 
it’s na sic a bad place!’ But the old Dutchman | 
gave neither heed nor ear to any one; he pre-| 
served a dogged silence, and was the very first | 
to make a move to ascend. When they reached | 
the top of the seaffold, the sheriff asked him if | 
he would not like the attendance of a minister? | 
The unhappy wretch shook his head, pointed to | 
the rope, and then motioned to have it placed 
round his neck. ‘This is dreadful!’ said the | 
humane sheriff; but it must be done.’ 





At length | 
all was arranged, and the attendants had taken 


ed them back: ‘Ish all ready? asked the old 
man. ‘Every thing’ replied the sheriff, and 
therewithal the water stood in his eyes,’ ‘Ish 
dere not’ing more to pe dove? * Nothing !—in 
one minute you willfbe launched into eternity }’ 
‘Den mein Got! it ish time for me to sign der 
paper, and take der prison!’ 

*You old rascal!’ said the sheriff, grinding 
his teeth, and turning white with rage; ‘Is it 
possible that you have been paltering, and put- 
ting us to all this trouble and expense for noth- 
ing?” The old féllow gave no other answer than 
a gurgling, satisfied shuckle, that sensibly in- 
creased at the words ‘expense’ and ‘trouble’ 
which said more plainly than words, ‘now you 
have the reason why I did it! He moved down 
froma the scaffold, amidst mingled shouts and 
hisses. A’ tumultuous assemblage followed him 
to the jail, some enraged and abusive, others 
laughing and. hurrahing. But the old fellow sat 
as imperturbable as a judge, save at the men- 
tion of ‘expense’ and ‘trouble,’ and then he 
could not suppress a malicious and most pre 
voking smile. When he returned to the ji, 
he drew from a hiding place beneath a plan 
which he had foosened in the floor, Professor 
Kilmarnock’s last ‘ extra quart’ of rum, Which he 
drank in. the coolest manner imaginable, and 
then curled himself up to sleep. But with all 
his folly, the poor cheated Professor was really 
an object of commisseration. From the highest 
pinnacle of triumph he was plunged into the 
lowest ‘slough of despond.’ He kept lamenting. 
‘A gude five hundred dollars clean gane an’ 
flitted! An’ the very weans a flitcherin’ at me 
for a daft go meril! Siller and credit baith 
gane!’ But the worthy Professor did give his 
lecture on galvanism, after all, and to a large 
audience, who were highly ‘entertained,’ as we 
are sure our large audience will be, when the 
incidents of that memorable occasion are laid 
before them. But these must form a separate 
side-dish for our ‘ Table.’ 

ee ee a ee 
SONG OF THE FELON’S WIFE, 


BY BARRY CORNWALL. 


The brand is on thy brow 
A dark and guilty spot, 

*Tis ne’er to be erased, 
*Tis ne’er to be forgot. 


The brand is on thy brow, 
Yet I must shade the spot ; 

For who will love the now 
If I love thee not? 


Thy soul is dark—is stained— 

From out the bright world thrown ; 
By God and man disdained, 

But not by me—thy own. 


Oh ! e’en the tiger Slain 
Hath one who ne’er doth flee, 
Who soothes his dying pain,— 
That one am I to thee. 


Swe neecoeaee—n5esesnee eee 


Lapy Jane Gray.—This most accomplished 
and amiable female, nearly allied to the royal 
family, and devoted to the Protestant religion, 
was put to death at the early age of eighteen.— 
She was beheaded by order of Queen Mary, in 
the year 1523, having voluntarily resigned the 
crown, which she wore only ten days. The night 
before she was beheaded, she sent a Greek Tes- 
tament to her sister Catharine, with this high 
enconium written at the end of it: 

‘I have sent you, good sister Catharine, a book 
which although it be not outwardly beautiful, it 
is of worth than precious stones, It is the 
book, déar sister, of the law of the Lord. It is 
his testament and last will, which he bequeathed 
unto us wretches, which shal! lead you to the 
path of eternal joy ; and if you with a good mind 
read it, and do withan earnest mind purpose to 
follow it, it shall bring you to an immortal and 


| everlasting life. It shall teach you how to live 


and how to die. It shall win you more than you 
should have-gained by your woful father’s hands; 


| for as if God had prospered him you shoufd have 


inherited his lands ; so if you apply diligently to 
this book, seeking to direet your life after it, you 
shall be an inheritor of such riches, as neither the 
covetous shall withdraw from you, neither thief 
shall steal, neither yet the moths corrupt.’ 


OLB PAP P FIFI II AAA 
Contrast.—Observe the difference between a 


| religion which God makes for man, and a religion 


which man makes for God. Man in the vanity 


| of his notions and emptiness of his pride, would 


think the practical precepts of the Gospel as 
below the dignity of religion. He would think 
a smoking altar, a gorgeous temple, a sounding 
song of hallelujahs, pealing from ten thousand 
voices, far more sublime than a deed of generosi- 
ty quietly done to a poor, afflicted, humble 
creature, sinking down in the dust of oblivion 
and wretchedness. What a deal of smoke and 
noise there is about the religion men make for 
God! How generous, gentle, and blessed is the 
religion which God makes for man. 




















